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I. — TiiF  Colony  of  Avtigua  ;   its  Laws  and  Manmf.rs. 

Of  all  the  slave  colonies  belonging:  to  the  British  Crown,  that  of 
Antigua  has  evinced  the  most  coniumacious  resistance  to  the  reiter- 
ated calls  of  the  government  to  pass  laws  for  the  improvement  of  the 
condition,  both  of  the  free  black  and  coloured  classes  and  of  the 
slave  population  ;  and  in  this  resistance  they  have  had  the  active  co- 
operation of  most  of  the  public  functionaries  in  the  service  of  His 
Majesty,  and  the  negative  encouragement,  at  least,  to  be  derived 
from  the  supineness  and  neutrality  of  the  Governor,  His  Majesty's 
representative  in  that  island.  This  contumacy  has  been  accompa- 
nied at  the  same  time  by  the  most  unfounded  representations  of  the 
lenity  of  their  slave  laws,  and  the  humanity  of  their  administration ; 
and  these  untruths  have  not  been  denied  and  exposed  as  they  ought 
to  have  been  by  the  Governor,  whose  duty  it  was  to  undeceive  the 
government  ;  on  the  contrary  they  have  been  upheld  and  accredited 
by  the  general  tenor  of  his  official  correspondence. 

We  shall  be  ready,  when  called  upon  to  do  so,  to  establish  the 
truth  of  these  grave  imputations,  by  the  clearest  evidence.  In  the 
mean  time  we  shall  confine  ourselves  to  one  or  two  circumstances  of 
recent  occurrence  in  Antigua,  which  will  serve  to  illustrate  the  exist- 
ing state  of  law  and  manners  in  that  much  vaunted  Colony. 

in  the  month  of  June  last,  a  letter  was  addressed,  by  a  highly  re- 
spectable individual,  to  Sir  Patrick  Ross  the  Governor,  informing 
His  Excellency  that  the  cruelties  of  some  of  the  planters,  in  Antigua, 
had  arrived  at  so  alarming  a  height  as  to  make  it  necessary  for  the 
public  authorities  of  the  Island  to  adopt  measures  to  put  down  such 
flagrant  and  wanton  enormities,  and  particularly  calling  upon  him  to 
institute  an  inquiry  into  the  treatment  of  the  slaves  on  Friar's  H  11 
estate,  the  property  of  Captain  Haynes  of  the  Royal  Navy,  whose 
manager  had  been  guilty  of  repeated  acts  of  cruelty,  for  the  confirma- 
tion of  which  the  writer  referred  t"  persons  residing  in  the  inmiediate 
'"'-''i  '  '  .  i  ..^.  i  mil.  he  further  informed  His  Excellency 
that  a  young  pregnant  slave  had  been  brutally  treated  by  the 
manager  of  that  estate,  and  afterward^  confined  in  a  horrid  dungeon, 
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fr(im  which  she  was  only  rtkasttl  when  the   iiuinii^jer  ^%  ^n  >  .'urt..nivK 
inlurtued  bv  a.  ma;<istrale,  that  he   ^hmihl    be   under   ihv-    n.'e«sM(\  ..i" 
viMtini;  the  e-state  to  ascertain  the  truth  or   falsehood   ot"  i  ho   rumour. 
The  (Governor's  correspondent  further  informed  him,  thai  ,m>  this  mmh- 
estate  were  erected  two  duniceons.  iiiireniously  contri\«>l  tor  tlie  t(u- 
ture  of  slaves,  one   of  very  small  dimensions  and  so  iin|>,if'e<tlv  \r\\ 
tilated  as  to  produce  the  most  sutlbcating  eti'ects  ;   and  ivn.iiher  wheri' 
the  slaves  lie  on  their  backs  with  their  limbs  stretched  out.  .\ud  lo.id.  il 
with  iron  fetters, in  one  or  other  of  which,  slaves  had  bei  u  ..mtiui-tl  toi 
months  in  succession,  and  one  for  two  years  or  more.      Vhe  i:;ener,ii 
mode  of  pimishin^;   slaves  on  that  estate,  he  further  stal.  d,  to  be  ai 
tended  with  circumstances  of  peculiar   auc^avation,  both  (n  the  man 
ner  of  tvint;  them  up,  and  in  the  entire  nakedness  of  the  vuti'erers. 

This  statement  was  referred  bv  the  Governor  to  the  invi  vti>^ation  of 
a  maijistrate  of  the  name  of  Nibbs.  Mr.  Nibbs,  who  )s  himself  a 
considerable  planter,  look  the  humane  and  neighbourly  pivi-auiion  .■! 
nolifvin^  to  the  manajjer  of  Friar's  Hill  the  nature  of  th«»  commissKui. 
with  the  execution  of  which  the  Governor  had  intrusted  hiin,  and  the 
precise  time  when  he  should  visit  the  estate.  The  result  oi"  ihis  vimi 
was  such  as  mij^ht  have  been  expected.  The  report  of  ilu.  ma^Ms 
trate  was  exculpatory  of  the  manaijer. 

The  Governor,  however,  bavin;;  been  g:iven  to  under."»lai\d  that  ihi 
report  of  this  ma^ristrate  was  considered  as  havin^^,  but  virv  iiii 
perfectly,  fulfilled  the  ends  of  justice,  the  investis^ation  wns  renewed 
by  two  other  magistrates,  wh(jse  report  was  stran^jely  at  variauct- 
w"ith  that  of  Mr.  Nibbs.  They  not  only  inspected  the  alh  .r,.,|  ,1,,,, 
l^eons,  but  examined  with  .'reat  care  a  number  of  wiiiu-siscs.  'Ilu 
result  is  thus  2;iven  in  the  Anliijna  Free  Press  of  the  Isih  uf  AuLMist, 
1831.  "  It  appeared  that  in  tlie  lot't  of  a  store  buildin.;.  iibimt  sixty 
feet  lon^,  Mr.  Haynes,  (that  is  the  manager's  name)  had  divided  oH" 
a  small  rofjni  about  six  or  eiirht  feet  stjuare,  for  the  [)ur|M»sc  of  con - 
finiuLT  deliiKjuents.  This  was  constructed  in  the  south  west  corner, 
which  is  the  hottest.  On  the  south  side  of  this  room  the  muf  declines 
to  within  two  feet  of  the  floor,  so  that  no  person  can  ^t ami  cicct  hut 
at  the  north  side.  It  is  entirely  without  ventilation,  the  wu.kIcii  par 
titions  bein^  carried  up  (juite  to  the  roof;  the  only  aperture  beiii"-  the 
door,  which  of  course  is  shut  when  a  culprit  is  immurcfl  ilure.  All 
light  is  excluded  except  through  two  small  holes  in  the  (|,,(,r  jp. 
parentlv  bored  bv  an  au'jjer,  for  the  purpose  of  adnuttini^  the  arms  df 
a  shackle  below.  There  was  another  dun<4eon  under  ilu'  (i\(  tsccr'n 
house,  provided  with  stocks  for  the  feet,  and  a  manacle  l.>r  one  hand. 
When  the  latter  is  used,  the  prisoner  must  necessarily  lie  exlcMidud  on 
his  back  upon  a  wooden  cabin.  One  Avitness  depw-^ed  ihat  he  had 
seen  several  persons  confined  in  both  places;  amonir  others,  un  elderly 
man,  named  Johnny,  who  had  l)een  punished  in  the  latter  duni^eon 
for  the  period  of  fifteen  months,  under  suspicion  of  havimr  s<;t  fire  to 
a  trash  stack.  Hannibal,  also  an  incorrie:ible  runaway  had  been  locked 
up  in  the  same  place  for  a  greater  space  of  time.  The  y  were  taken 
out  during  the  working  hours,  and  put  up  in  the  intervals  and  at 
nitrht.     The  magistrates,  Mr.   Hor^ford   and    Mr.   Scotland,    aniniad 
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verted  severely  on  tlie  former  place  of  confinement.  The  diH'erence 
of  opinion  between  these  g-entlemen  and  Mr.  Nibbs,  respecting- 
the  room  in  the  loft,  is  astonishing.  The  two  former  condemned  it  in 
the  strongest  terms  as  a  place  of  confinement  for  human  beings,  while 
Mr.  Nibbs,  according  to  the  evidence  of  Mr.  W.  Farmer,  approved 
,oi  it,  and  did  not  think  any  openings  necessary.  But  is  it  not  ex- 
traordinary that  a  magistrate,  nay,  a  man  in  his  senses,  should  con- 
sider openings  unnecessary  in  a  room,  which  had  not  a  breath  of  air. 
or  a  particle  of  light,  and  where  our  fellow  creatures  might  be  im- 
mured for  an  indefinite  time  ? 

The  only  other  circumstance  to  which  we  shall  allude,  as  proving 
tlie  bad  spirit  which  prevails  anionu  the  dominant  party  in  Antigua, 
is  tlieir  pertinacious  refusal,  notwithstanding:  the  earnest  admonitions 
of  His  Majesty's  government,*  to  allow  to  their  slaves  any  time  for 
marketing  during  tlie  week,  in  lieu  of  the  Sunday  market,  which  has 
been  taken  away.  It  seems  as  if  they  were  determined  to  drive  their 
wretched  slaves  into  rebellion,  in  order  to,gratify,  at  one  and  the  same 
time,  their  pride,  passion  and  cupidity,  and  their  hatred  both  of  the 
slaves  and  of  the  friends  of  the  slaves  in  this  country.  A  few  extracts 
from  the  Antigua  newspapers  will  set  this  infatuated  and  reckless 
spirit  in  a  clearer  light. 

"  The  true  and  only  cause  of  the  late  conflagrations,  was  the  dis- 
appointment of  the  slaves,  in  not  having  a  market  day  given  them  in 
lieu  of  Sunday.  Harl  insurrection  been  their  purpose,  would  they 
have  remained  quietly,  each  gang  on  their  master's  property?  No 
doubt  they  would  have  collected  together  in  numbers  for  mutual  de- 
fence and  aggression,  and  destroyed,  not  a  few  canes,  but  lives.  Not 
a  single  instance  however  occurred,  of  violence  being  offered  to  any 
white  person,  male  or  female,  and  many  of  the  latter  were  un- 
avoidably left  by  their  husbands  and  parents  altogether  unprotected, 
at  the  distance  of  many  miles  from  the  nearest  military  post.  The 
persons  arrested  on  suspicion  of  being  incendiaries  were  extremely 
few,  only  about  16  out  of  28,000  slaves,  and  of  these  not  more  than 
two  or  three  were  convicted,  only  one  capitally,  and  he  on  circum- 
stantial evidence.  It  did  not  appear  by  the  examinations,  that  there 
was  any  thing  like  combination,  and  no  proof  was  afforded  of  an  in- 
surrectionary spirit.  On  the  contrary  with  the  exception  of  the  actual 
incendiaries,  the  most  quiet  and  orderly  disposition  was  manifested  by 
the  whole;  and  the  fact  of  their  remaining  at  home,  and  proceeding 
in  their  usual  labours  without  the  superintendance  of  white  men  (for 
these  were  under  arms)  entitles  them  to  every  credit,  confidence  and 
indulgence." — Antigua  Free  Press,  July  28,  1831. 

"  Again,  for  some  time  past  the  complaints  of  plantation  slaves, 
chiefly  from  the  deprivation  of  any  regular  time  for  their  marketing, 
in  lieu  of  Sunday,  which  the  late  law  has  put  an  end  to,  have  been 
increasing. — On  Saturday  last,  Government  House  was  beset  with 
gangs  of  Negroes  from   Bendall's   estate,  and  Sir  Christopher  Cod- 

*  It  is  to  he  regretted  that  Government  has  not  also  given  an  example,  in 
their  legislation  for  the  Crovm  Colonies,  in  accordance  with  this  admoniUon. 
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liiit^lon's  (Skt'nftl'>; ;  on  Sunday  luoiiiini;  those  fiom  Friar's  Mill 
111. till-  their  appearaiic'i- ;  and  hist  nii^ht  His  Kxcellency  was  auum 
troubled  with  tliose  ot'Grays  Belfast. — Former  comphiint.s  we  siitiired 
to  pass  by.  in  the  hope,  that  something  would  be  done  to  compensati' 
the  slaves  tor  the  loss  of  their  only  time  of  traffic,  and  althoufrh  huiiiniu- 
proprietors,  and  directors  of  estates  have  made  liberul  and  proper  alluw- 
auoes  to  this  end,  tlie  great  majority  are  still  left  without  a  like  iiidid 
gence ;  that  this  is  ahsoUitelv  necessary,  is  beyond  a  doubt,  it  bi-iii'.; 
unnatural  to  suppose,  that  the  negroes  upon  one  estate  will  rest  sati<- 
Hed  without  even  half  a-dav  out  of  '^rvdi,  xs'il.  n  i'  . 
own,  when  they  see  their  neu^hSr-'  -  .i  ;  „^ycii  lu  oe  blessed  uith 
a  more  conscientious  director,  enjoving  advantages  and  iiidulgenci>. 
from  which  they  are  debarred.  Two  gentlemen,  Mr.  Warner  and 
.Mr.  Jarvis,  as  soon  as  the  law  abolished  Sunday  markets,  volun- 
tarily irave  their  whole  gangs  Saturday,  tor  the  purpose  of  traffic, 
Arc.  With  these,  and  many  other  similar  examples,  some  general 
plan  ought  to  have  been  adopted, — but  after  a  lapse  of  five  months, 
which  has  brought  forth  nothing  to  satisfy  the  slaves,  their  complaints 
have  now  multiplied  to  an  alarming  degree,  and  we  are  consiuccd 
that  nothing  but  an  act  of  the  legislature  will  put  the  matter  at 
rest.'" — AntiijHu   W'rrkli/  Refjistrr,  Au/fust  9,  1831. 

"  We  are  just  informed,  tliat  notwithstanding  the  Royal  Froi  lania- 
tion.  and  that  bv  His  Excellency,  which  have  been  distributed  thruiiLch 
the  country,  enjoiniiiLC  orderly  conduct  upon  the  slaves,  and  prohibit- 
ing their  coming  in  irau'is  with  complaints,  the  slaves  of  Harvey's 
estate,  under  Mr.  Briggs,  are  now  proceeding  to  the  (iovernment 
House,  in  a  body  of  bctwten  2  and  300.  We  understood  before,  that 
they  had  refused  to  work  on  Saturday  last,  and  had.  as  it  is  termed, 
taken  the  dav. — We  a'.rain  warn  our  rulers  of  the  necessity  of  grant- 
ing a  day,  and  Hxing  it  by  law.  Without  this  concession  urged  by 
His  Majesty's  government,  and  demanded  by  prudence,  and  the  cir- 
(umstances  of  the  country,  we  fear,  that  the  spirit  of  discontent  and 
irritation  will  not  be  allayed,  though  proclamations  be  daily  issued." 
— Autiijua  F.ee  Press.  Auf/ust  18,  1831. 

"  We  stated  in  our  last,  that  four  gangs  of  slaves  had  come  to  town, 
with  complaints  to  the  fiovernor.  His  Excellency  referred  these  to 
as  many  ditierent  ina»:istrates  for  a  hearing.  With  the  result  of  three 
of  these  examinations  we  are  unaccpiainted  ;  but  have  understood, 
that  thev  were  dismissed  as  unfounded  or  triHing.  At  the  fourth  we 
were  present ;  bv  which  it  appeared,  that  the  Negroes  (Skerrett's,  Sir 
(,'.  Codrington's)  were  never  allowed  the  full  noon-time  cessation  tV(jni 
labour,  as  appointed  by  law,  having  only  one  hour  and  a  half  instead 
of  two.  It  was  proved  also  that  the  manager,  Mr.  Gale,  punished  a 
number  of  them  improperly.  He  was  accordingly  bound  over  to  an- 
swer at  the  Sessions.  With  regard  to  the  intermission  of  work  at 
noon,  we  have  reason  to  believe,  that  the  lawful  period  of  it  is 
abrid:;ed  on  almost  every  estate  in  the  country  ;  the  bell  for  iuni'uiff 
in  being  rung  at  twelve  o'clock,  and  that  for  iurniruj  out  at  half,  <>r  a 
fpiarler,  past  one.  This  certainly  demands  redress,  particularly  uhiii 
It   is  consideied,   that   on  ^omc   occasions   half  an  hour   of  the   lime 
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;iUow('(l  is  consumed  in  goin;_^  to,  and  returninu;  Iron),  the  iu\ti,io 
houses  ;  and  more  particularly  as  the  proprietors  and  attorneys  are  so 
tenacious  of  every  moment  which  the  law  authorises  them  to  exact 
from  the  slaves." — Antvjua  Weekly  Register,  Awj.  23,  1831. 


II. — Emancipation  of  Crown  Slaves. 

On  the  17th  of  August  last  a  conversation  took  j)lae(  in  the  House 
of  Commons  the  subject  of  which  we  record  with  unfeigned  and  un- 
mingled  satisfaction. 

Mr.  Baifjc. — I  wish  to  ask  the  noble  Lord,  the  Under  Secretary 
for  the  Colonies,  opposite,  a  question  relative  to  the  Order  that  iius 
been  sent  out  relative  to  the  emancipation  of  the  Crown  slaves.  1 
wish  to  know  whether  Government  took  pains  to  obtain  full  informa- 
tion on  the  subject,  before  they  sent  out  the  order  to  emancipate  those 
slaves,  and  particularly  by  consulting  those  connected  with  tluse 
islands  ?  I  wish  also  to  know  whether  any,  and  what  steps  have  been 
taken  for  the  future  regulation  and  maintenance  of  those  slaves  who 
are  to  be  emancipated?  The  House  is  aware  that  at  present  the  Crown 
has  to  pay  all  the  expenses  of  those  slaves;  but  it  is  possible,  now  they 
have  been  emancipated,  that  they  may  become  charu't-ablt  to  the  dit- 
ferent  parishes  in  which  thev  reside  in  those  islands,  unless  some 
provision  has  been  made  for  them.  I  tlnnk  that  tlie  i>lands  should 
have  been  protected  from  haviutr  any  tiurdt.ns  iin|josed  on  them  on 
this  account. 

Lord  Viscount  Howick. — In  ajiswer  to  the  cpiestions  of  the 
honourable  and  learned  genth-man,  i  beg  to  state,  that  (jovernment 
did  not  send  out  or  issue  orders  for  tin-  r  iuaneipati(>n  of  the  Crown 
.slaves,  until  they  had  obtained  the  bt  -t  nilormation  on  the  sul^ject, 
and  until  that  information  had  Iwen  fully  <  ousidered.  Besides  this, 
1  can  inform  the  honourable  gentleman,  that  all  necessary  ])recautions 
have  been  taken  by  the  Government  to  jLTuard  against  unfortunate 
consetpiences,  bv  makniL'  a  provision  for  those  slaves  in  case  ot  ne- 
cessity. We  certainlv  did  not  api)lv  for  information  in  the  (piarterto 
which  the  honourable  and  learned  irenthinan  has  alluded,  beeause  it 
was  felt  that  those  persons  did  not  yxjssess  any  peculiar  sourct's  of 
information  on  the  sul)|ect.  With  respect  to  the  results  which  the 
honourable  Member  seems  to  anticipate  will  arise  from  the  step  that 
has  been  taken,  I  am  happy  m  beinir  enabled  to  state,  that  the  ex- 
perience of  the  past,  fully  warrants  our  pursuing  the  courst:  that  we 
have  adopted.  I  trust  that  tin-  precautions  we  have  now  taken,  will 
prove,  as  they  did  on  the  former  oecasiofi,  ijuite  unnecessary.  The 
House  is  aware,  that  in  \H-2H,  orders  were  sent  out  tct  the  island  of 
Antigua,  to  emancipate  the  <aplured  negroes  belonging  to  the  Crown 
in  that  island.  This  was  accordingly  done,  and  was  immediately 
followed  by  a  great  reduction  in  the  (iovernmenl  expenditure  in  that 
Colony,  and  at  the  same  time  no  ivil  has  resulted  from  that  measure. 
Some  years  ago,  the  charu'^e  for  the  maintenance  of  the  captured 
necroes  in  Antiirna  was  £«,o(l()  per  annum;  but  immediately  alter 
then-  emancipation,  this  ex])enbe  was  materially  reduced,   and  I  am 
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Iiappv  to  s;iv,  that  it  »s  now  not  mure  tluiti  i'lO'iU  a  year.  This  change 
al>o  will  vt-arlv  Mt'crt-ase,  as  it  is  priiuipallv  tor  tFit-  support  of  ilio-,»' 
who  are  old  ami  iiihrm.  Tlie  Hou^t.•  will  recollect  too,  tliat  it  is  much 
wiser  to  emaiuipale  those  who  have  lonuj  been  in  the  Colony,  and 
who  have  been  accustomed  to  habits  ot"  industry,  than  it  was  to 
liberate  the  captured  netrrues.  It'  therefore,  the  measure  carrie<l  into 
etiect  respectintf  the  latter,  was  successful,  the  presumption  is,  that 
the  present  course  will  be  attended  with  an  eijually  happy  result.  I 
understand  that  the  Crown  slaves  in  several  of  the  Colonies,  and  more 
especially  Antigua,  Berbice,  and  Demerara,  are  well  able  to  maintain 
themselves  in  a  state  of  comparative  comfort,  as  most  of  them  have 
been  bruui^ht  up  to  some  trade.  I  cannot  let  this  opportunity  pa:»s 
without  rtadintr  an  extract  from  a  letter  written  from  the  (iovernor 
of  Antigua,  on  llie  subject  of  these  (.'njwn  negroes.  That  gentle- 
man says  : — 

"  It  ari'ords  me  much  satisfaction  in  being  able  to  state,  that  during 
the  tive  months  that  have  elapsed  sine  e  the  Crown  slaves  were  set  at 
liberty,  there  has  not  been  a  single  complaint  of  their  conduct, — not 
a  single  charge  has  been  brought  against  any  one  of  them  before  a 
magistrate, — not  one  of  them  has  made  application  for  relief  on  ac- 
count of  poverty,  or  other  ground;  but  they  have  all  been  occupied 
industriously  in  providing  for  their  own  maintenance." 

The  report  of  the  Governor  of  Antigua  of  the  371  captured  negroes 
who  were  suddenly  emancipated,  is  eijually  favourable.  No  contusion 
resulted  tVom  this  comparatively  large  body  being  liberated,  tor  I 
believe  all  of  them  were  enabled  to  obtain  employment.  Now,  the 
number  of  the  Crown  negroes,  in  the  isle  of  .A.ntigua  is  thirty-six,  and 
thev  are  all  Creoles.  If,  therefore,  no  evil  resulted  from  the  emanci- 
pation of  the  large  number  1  have  mentioned,  is  it  likely  any  confu- 
sion will  arise  from  the  smaller  number?  I  ask,  is  there  any  dansrer 
that  these  thirtv-six  Creoles  will  occasion  embarrassment,  when  the 
371  negroes  did  not  occasion  any?  again  the  expence  of  supporting 
the  36  Crown  slaves  in  Antigua  was  £430;  now  this  charge  will  be 
saved,  as  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  they  will  be  able  to 
maintain  themselves  without  any  assistance. 

With  respect^o  the  expence  of  the  crown  slaves,  in  some  of  the  other 
islands,  1  will,  with  the  permission  of  the  House,  state  a  few  circum- 
stances. The  number  of  the  crown  slaves,  in  Jamaica,  is  37'2,  and  the 
annual  charge  is  about  £1,700  a  year.  In  the  colony  of  Berbice,  there 
are  nearly  300  crown  slaves,  the  annual  expence  of  which  is  some- 
what more  than  £500  a  year.  Again,  in  the  Mauritius,  there  are  1200 
crown  slaves,  the  expence  of  which  is  rather  more  than  £4,000  per 
annum.  Now,  it  is  obvious,  that  it  is  desirable  that  this  expenditure 
should  be  saved  to  the  country  if  possible  ;  and  i  think  I  have  stated 
sufficient  facts  to  shew  that  this  can  be  done  with  perfect  security. — 
I  have  not  the  least  doubt  in  my  own  mind,  that  all  these  slaves  will 
be  able  to  maintain  themselves  without  assistance,  and  that  they  will 
become  useful  members  of  the  communities  to  which  they  belong.  I 
will  here  observe,  that  in  consequence  of  what  occurred  in  the  House 
a  few  nights  ago,  a  gentleman  of  the   name   of  W ray,  has  written  a 
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letter  to  Lord  Goderich  on  the  subject  of  the  crown  slaves  in  Borbice. 
This  gentleman  states,  that  he  was  for  many  years  a  Missionary  in 
that  colony,  and  was  much  engatjed  in  the  instruction  of  the  crown 
slaves.  He  savs,  most  of  them  are  good  tradesmen,  and  could,  if 
liberated,  maintain  their  families  in  comparative  comfort  ;  that  the 
greater  portion  of  them  can  read,  and  that  they  take  the  greatest  care 
in  bringing  up  their  children.  He  adds,  that  six  crown  slaves  were 
liberated  three  years  ago,  that  he  has  watched  the  conduct  of  them 
since,  and  that  more  industrious  and  sober  workmen  could  not  be 
found.  He  concludes  with  stating,  that  he  anticipates  the  most  bene- 
ficial results  from  the  course  that  he  understands  has  been  adopted, 
of  liberating  the  crown  slaves  in  the  colonies;  and  that  he  has  no 
doubt  they  will  be  able  to  maintain  themselves  without  any  expenceto 
the  Government.  I  can,  for  my  own  part,  only  add,  that  it  has 
always  been  understood  that  the  crown  slaves  in  these  colonies  should 
be  emancipated  as  soon  as  it  could  be  safely  done.  I  think  that  that 
time  has  now  arrived,  and  that  Government  was  called  upon  to  take  the 
step  they  have  now  done.  That  the  crown  slaves  could  be  safely 
emancipated,  we  have  the  concurrent  authority  of  many  persons  well 
acquainted  with  the  subject.  I  hold  it,  therefore,  to  have  been  the 
duty  of  Ministers  to  adopt  that  course  as  speedily  as  they  could. 


HI. — Ja.maica  Jails. 

On  the  16th  of  .hily.  1S30,  was  laid  on  the  table  of  the  Housf  of 
Commons  a  Return,  No.  (173,  whicli  we  ought  to  have  noticed  long 
ago.  It  is  a  Return  of  "  all  persons  confined  in  the  ditferent  jails 
and  workhouses  of  the  island  of  Jamaica,  on  the  1st  of  January,  1829," 
specifying  also  various  particulars  respecting  them.  The  Return  does 
not  appear  to  l)e  complete,  the  workhouse  of  St.  Thomas  in  the  Vale 
being  omitted.  In  the  other  workhouses  there  were  incarcerated,  as  a 
punishment  for  crimes  of  which  tliev  had  been  convicted,  no  fewer  than 
491  persons.  Of  these  three  were  white  seamen  imprisoned  during 
twenty  days  for  refusing  to  do  their  duty  on  shipboard,  but  not  one 
free  black  or  coloured  person.  The  slave  convicts  consequently 
amounted  to  488.  Of  this  number  174,  namely,  146  men,  and  28 
women,  were  condemned  to  hard  labour  in  chains  for  life  ;  the  sole 
crime  for  which  thev  incurred  this  frightful  punishment  was  that  of 
absconding  from  their  master's  work,  in  other  words,  that  of  running 
away  from  the  cart-whip,  for  six  months  or  more. 

There  is  a  further  list  of  persons  condemned  for  the  same  crime,  to 
imprisonment  and  hard  labour  for  periods  varying  from  one  to  twelve 
months,  many  of  whom  were  further  subjected  to  receive  thirty-nine 
lashes  at  the  beginningof  their  prescribed  term  of  imprisonment,  and 
thirlv-nine  lashes  more  at  the  conclusion  of  it.  Of  this  class  there 
were  82,  namely,  63  men,  and  19  women.  Sixteen  more  had  been 
committed  to  jail  as  runaways,  who  asserted  themselves  to  be  free, 
but  not  being  able  to  produce  documentary  evidence  of  their  freedom, 
they  were  condemned,  although  no  one  claimed  them  as  slaves,  to  be 
•iold   as   slaves  for  the  benefit  of  the  island,  in   discharcre  of  their  jail 
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ties,  and  in  rep.'\yineiit  ol  tlie  <<'ii  of  ffcdiii-jf  tfieiii  in  priiun.  I>csii|.s 
iliese,  there  are  many  lunHmnl  for  snoii  crimes  us  ubu-iinj^  or  ollinu- 
violence  to  white  or  free  people;  and  riotous  behaviour;  and  aUo  \'it\ 
thefts,  and  robberies  of  virions  'grades  ;  and  not  a  tew  wliose  nuinf-N 
and  owners  are  jiven,  but  whose  offences  are  not  specified  ;  but  who 
were  pU\ced  there,  we  presume,  bv  their  owners  by  way  of  underLi;<iinu, 
the  wholesome  discipline  of  a  Jamaica  workhouse  ;  the  word  solitnnj 
beinti^  affixed  to  S(jme  names,  meanin;^,  probably,  solitary  confinement, 
while  certain  tiotr'^jin^s  to  be  inflicted  are  attached  to  the  names  of 
others. 

Our  attention  was  especially  arrested  by  the  .rrcat  ntimlxjr  con- 
demned to  hard  labour  for  life,  not  oidy  for  the  crime  of  runniiiir 
away,  of  which  class  there  are  174,  but  for  other  crimes  which  we 
should  deem  too  Iii:;ht  to  be  vi-;ited  any  more  than  that  of  absconding-, 
with  such  a  terrible  infliction  as  this,  an  infliction  scarcely  inferior  in 
severity  to  that  of  death  itself.  Among  them  we  remark  (pp.  3  and  8) 
the  ofience  of  petit  larceny,  visited  in  two  cases  with  imprisonment 
and  hard  labour  for  life,  and  the  same  offence  in  another  case  (p.  .0) 
sentenced  to  six  months'  hard  labour,  with  thirty-nine  lashes  at  ^oin^: 
in,  and  thirty-nine  lashes  at  coming  out.  This  last  is  a  common 
measure  of  punishment  for  stealing.  For  assaulting  or  oiFering-  vio- 
lence towards  a  white  person  (pp.  7  and  15)  the  sentence  is  imprisou- 
ment  and  hard  labour  for  life.  \  female  slave  (p.  8)  is  condemned 
to  the  same  terrible  pnnishment  for  "assaulting  her  master."  Another 
woman  for  •' offering  violence  to  her  owner"  (p.  13)  is  condemned  to 
six  months'  hard  labour,  and  to  thirty-nine  lashes  at  going  in  and  the 
same  number  at  coming  out. 

We  observe,  in  a  great  manv  instances,  that  the  sentence  of  im- 
prisonment and  hard  labour  for  life,  is  inflicted  not  by  a  regular  slave 
Court,  but  by  three  magistrates,  and  that  in  certain  parishes  the 
names  of  the  same  three  persons  alnKJst  continually  recur  in  visiting 
those  thev  call  "  incorrigible  runaways"  with  this  dreadful  [)unish- 
mcnt.  But  surely  it  is  scarcely  consistent  with  the  principles  of  Eng- 
lish law,  that  it  should  be  in  the  power  of  three  men,  unassisted  by  a 
jury,  to  inflict  such  a  tremendous  severity  of  puni.-hment  on  any  of 
the  King's  subjects,  whether  black  or  white.  In  all  those  cases  the 
owners  too  are  indemnified  for  the  slaves  thus  condemned  to  im- 
prisonment and  luirtl  labour  for  lite,  by  being  paid  their  ap[)raised 
value. 

In  one  of  the  parishes,  St.  Catherine's,  the  superintendant  of  the 
workhouse  has  favoured  us  with  a  sketch  of  the  moral  (pialities  of  his 
prisoners  (p.  9).  The  whole  number  under  his  care  is  59,  of  whom  49 
are  condemned  to  imprisonment  and  hard  labour  for  lite,  almost  all 
of  them  for  running  away  ;  the  majority  are  said  to  be  ''ill-behaved,  " 
and  "  disorderly."  But  nearly^ne-half  of  the  number  are  described 
by  the  superintendant  as  ''well-behaved,"  "well-behaved  and  steady," 
"  well-behaved  and  attentive,"  "  well-behaved  and  obedient,"  "  well- 
disposed  and  (|uiet,"  "well-disposed,  obedient,  and  'piiei."  It  seems 
strange,  that  men  of  whom  such  a  character  can  be  given  with  truth, 
■should  be  kept  in   chains   and    subjected  to   imprisonment  and    hard 
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labour  for  life.  But  such  is  the  necessary  result  of  the  systerm  of 
Colonial  Slavery.  It  is  not  merely  the  idle,  and  the  contumacious, 
and  the  vicious  who  are  tempted  to  run  away  from  their  masters  ;  but 
the  timid  and  the  industrious;  those  who  shrink  not  from  moderate 
labour,  but  from  the  pain  and  laceration  of  the  cart-whip.  They  have 
committed  some  unintentional  offence  for  which  thev  are  threatened 
with,  or  have  cause  to  dread,  punishment.  They  escape  to  the  woods 
to  avoid  the  infliction  of  the  lash,  and  are  prevented  by  terror  from 
returning.  At  length  they  are  apprehended,  tried  for  running  away, 
and  condemned  to  imprisonment  and  hard  labour  in  chains  for  life, 
their  only  crime  being,  that  they  shrunk  from  the  lacerations  of  the 
cart-whip,  inflicted  not  by  due  course  of  law,  but  at  the  caprice  of 
any  unfeeling  ruffian  who  happened  to  be  the  owner  or  the  overseer. 

The  488  cases  given  in  this  Return,  be  it  remembered,  are  quite  in- 
dependent of  all  the  apprehended  deserters  that  crowd  the  advertise- 
ments in  the  daily  newspapers  of  the  Island;  and  all  the  slaves  levied 
upon  by  the  Marshal  for  the  master's  debts,  or  by  the  collector  for 
taxes  due  by  the  master,  and  who  are  committed  to  the  jail  or  to  tne 
workhouse  till  claimed  or  sold.  They  consist  chiefly  of  the  slaves  who,  on 
one  specified  day — the  1st  of  January,  1829, were  undereoingthe  punish- 
ment inflicted  upon  them  for  some  public  crime,  by  soine  public  Court, 
or  by  the  order  of  three  magistrates.  But  besides  these,  and  over  and 
above  all  the  other  classes  we  have  mentioned  as  crowding  the  public 
jails  or  workhouses  of  this  one  island,  on  every  estate  there  is  a  jail 
or  place  of  confinement,  of  whose  inmates  no  Record  is  kept,  but  who 
are  incarcerated  and  flogged  at  the  mere  caprice  of  the  owner  or  over- 
seer, without  the  intervention  of  any  magistrate,  and  without  respon- 
sibility to  any  magistrate,  provided  it  cannot  be  proved  by  legal  evi- 
dence, and  in  Jamaica  slave-evidence  is  not  admitted,  that  the  legal 
limit  of  39  lashes  has  been  exceeded.  And  as  for  confinement  in  the 
stocks  or  bilboes  of  the  plantation,  the  law  affixes  no  limit  to  its  dura- 
tion, nor  provides  any  means  of  visitation  or  inspection.  These  places 
of  confinement  are  wholly  withdrawn  from  the  public  eye.  No  Record 
is  even  required  to  be  kept  of  flagellations,  however  severe  ;  and  to 
such  flagellations  and  to  such  confinement  every  man,  woman  and 
child,  of  the  330,000  slaves  of  Jamaica,  is  liable,  every  day  in  the 
year,  without  the  possibility  of  redress,  if  only  the  person  who  inflicts 
the  punishment  is  prudent  enough  to  limit  his  stripes  to  thirty-nine  ; 
or  to  take  care,  if  he  exceeds  that  number,  that  no  free  witness  is 
present.  The  Slave  Code  now  in  force  in  Jamaica  is  at  this  day  sub- 
stantially the  same  as  that  of  1816. 

The  apparent  improvements  since  that  time  amount  to  nothing;  to  a 
mere  pretence  and  mockery  of  amelioration,  calculated  to  hoodwink 
the  eyes  of  the  British  public,  but  conveying  to  the  slaves  no  ad- 
ditional immunity  from  injury  and  outrage,  nor  any  additional  pro- 
tection either  of  person  or  property,  nor  any  additional  security  from 
the  intensity  and  continuity  of  such  coerced  labour  as  the  master  may 
choose  to  exact,  or  from  the  scantiness  and  insufficiency  of  the  food 
and  cl<ttliin<4  li<-  rn;iv  (  lioose  1o  allow  . 


4i>S  Jamuuo  S/(ue  I'opul'iliun — Buiyr  vmui  liujtim. 

These  positions,  we  cluillent^c  all  thu   advocates  of  Slavery,   m   <>i- 
out  ol' Parliament,  to  disprove. 


]V. — Jamaica  Slave  Poi'llaiios;  Blrgf.  vf.rsis  Bl'xton. 
Olr  readers  cannot  have  forgotten  either  the  luminous  statement  on 
the  subject  of  the  sUive  population  of  the  West  Indies  by  Mr.  Buxton, 
ou  the  15th  of  .Vpril  last,  or  the  contradiction  attempted  to  be  given 
to  it  bv  Mr.  Burie,  the  Colonial  A;^ent  of  Jamaica.  The  controversy 
has  attracted  the  notice  of  that  able  periodical  work,  the  Christian 
Record,  published  in  Jamaica;  and  in  its  Eighth  number,  which  has 
just  reached  us,  there  has  appealed  the  f<jliowing  article, which  appears 
decisive  of  the  controversy  as  to  the  deadly  nature  of  slavery  in  Ja- 
maica, at  least  as  far  as  sugar  culture  is  concerned. 

The  following  are  extracts  from  this  jKJwerful,  and,  as  it  appears  to 
us,  irrefutable  article  : — 

"  When  the  report  of  Mr.  Buxton's  last  sp>eech  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  on  the  Slave  question,  was  received  in  this  country,  we. 
and  many  others,  were  not  a  little  startled  at  the  assertions  made  m 
it  respecting  the  rapid  rate  at  which  the  slave  population  of  the 
Colonies  is  now  being  '  emancipated  '  Oy  death.  We  were  our- 
selves inclined  to  doubt  the  accuracy  of  his  information,  and  we 
heard  many  stigmatize  his  assertions  as  being  '  false,'  and  declare 
that  they  '  could  7iot  be  correct.'  Others,  however,  seemed  to  admit 
the  fact  of  a  decrease;  but  then,  without  hesitation,  they  accounted 
for  it  by  the  great  number  of  manumissions,  or  by  the  regularly 
recurring  *  accidents '  of  '  measles,  typhus  fevers,  pleurisies,  and 
small  ix>x.'  But  the  question  appears  to  us  to  be  one  of  the  deepest 
interest ;  and  one  that  ought  not  to  be,  and  cannot  be,  disposed  of 
thus  easily.  If  the  facts  of  the  case  are  known  really  to  be  as  Mr. 
Bu.xton  represents,  there  can  no  longer  be  a  question  as  to  the  evil 
arising  from  the  present  system  of  slave  management,  and,  indeed, 
from  slavery  itself;  and  surely  it  will  only  need  to  set  them  clearly 
before  the  colonists  themselves,  to  remove  centuries  of  the  prejudicts 
thev  entertain  against  the  adoption  of  those  measures  which  are  cal- 
culated, and  intended,  ijradua/hj  to  change  their  present  race  of 
annualW  decreasing  bond  slaves,  into  an  increasing  free  peasantry. 
Those  prejudices  are  all  rooted  in  the  avarice  of  the  human  heart. 
The  apprehension  of  a  '  loss  of  [)ro[)erty'  is  that  which  gives  them  all 
their  strength,  and  renders  them  invulnerable  to  the  soundest  ariiu- 
ments  of  reason,  and  to  the  most  forcible  appeals  of  humanity  and 
religion.  If,  then,  it  can  be  clearly  shown  to  the  colonists  that,  upon 
the  very  system  they  so  tenaciously  adhere  to,  that  which  they  much 
dread  in  changing  it,  viz.  'a  loss  of  property,'  must  follow,  since  //  has 
for  years  been  perishiny  under  it;  the  very  ground  of  their  prejudices 
will  be  removed,  and  we  may  reasonably  expect  that  their  feelintis 
of  self-interest  will  all  be  then  enlisted  in  favour  of  the  ameliorating 
measures,  which  we  have  advo<ated,  and  which  the  British  t,^overii- 
ment  seems  determined  to  enforce.  Viewing  the  matter  in  this  light, 
we  have  taken  consideiable    pains   to  procure  correct   and   iuithentic 
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information  as  to  the  facts  of  the  case,  in  reference  to  the  slave  popu- 
lation of  our  own  island.  Thanks  to  the  '  Triennial  Returns,'  we 
have  obtained  such  as  cannot  be  questioned,  and  may  be  inip'icitly 
relied  on.  It  is  also  easily  to  be  verified  by  any  one  who  may  choose 
to  take  the  trouble.  But  before  we  communicate  this  information  to 
our  readers,  it  is  necessary  that  we  should  make  a  few  observations 
on  the  subject  of  population  jjenerally,  to  enable  those  who  have  not 
been  in  the  habit  of  considering;  such  subjects,  fully  to  comprehend 
the  importance  of  that  information,  and  to  arrive  at  just  conclusions 
from  it." 

After  some  allusions  to  Mr.  Malthus's  Theory  of  population,  and 
the  facts  that  population  in  the  United  States  doubles  in  about  twenty- 
five  years,  and  in  New  Spain  in  twenty-seven  or  twenty-eight  years, 
and  in  the  old  countries  of  Europe  in  forty  or  fifty  years;  the  writer 
thus  proceeds  : — 

"But  what  must  be  the  extent  of  the  influence  of  '  peculiar  causes 
of  mortality,'  in  a  country  where  '  the  labour  of  a  few  days  is  suffi- 
cient to  obtain  a  supplv  for  the  wants  of  a  whole  year  ;'*  and,  with 
reference  to  a  population,  to  whom,  in  consequence,  mere  prudential 
restraint,  on  account  of  the  want  of  subsistence,  is  unknown  ;  when  we 
find  that  the  great  mass  of  this  very  population  is  iv^  increasing,  so 
as  to  double  in  fifty,  or  even  a  hundred  years,  but  decreasing  at  a 
rate  by  which  it  will  be  utterly  e.xlinct  in  about  a  hundred  ?  The  fact 
is  one" of  the  most  appalling  nature — but  fact  it  is.  The  slave  popu- 
lation of  Jamaica,  upon  the  sugar  estates,  forming  the  great  bulk  of 
the  people,  is,  we  are  satisfied,  actually  dying  ofT  at  nearly  that  rate  ! 

"  Now,  it  is  so  manifest,  that  this  is  not  occasioned  in  Jamaica  in 
the  slightest  degree  by  the  operation  of  the  check  of  '  jnoral  restraint,' 
that  it  would  be  a  waste  of  time  were  we  to  point  out  its  absence. 
Wc  must  go  at  once  to  those  of  '  rice  and  misery,"  to  discover  the 
causes  of  this  result.  Under  the  former  head,  then,  are  classed  *  the 
sort  of  intercourse  which  renders  some  of  the  women  of  large  towns 
nnprolific  ;  a  general  con-uption  of  morals  with  regard  to  the  sex, 
wiiich  has  a  similar  effect;  unnatural  passions,  and  improper  acts  to 
prevent  the  consequences  of  irregular  connections.'  Under  the  latter 
are  included  '  all  the  causes  which  tend  in  anyway  prematurely  to 
shorten  the  duratir»n  of  life  ;  such  as  unwliolesome  occupations,  severe 
labour  and  exposuie  to  the  seasons,  bad  and  insufficient  food  and 
clothing,  bad  nursing  of  children,  excesses  of  all  kinds,  great  towns 
and  manufactori(  s,  the  whftle  train  of  common  diseases  and  epidemics, 
wars,  infanticide,  plague,  and  famine.'  With  regard  to  the  first  (with 
the  exception  of  unnatural  passion>),  it  is  admitted  that  these  vices  are 
greatly  prevalent  among  the  slaves,  and  doubtless  they  exercise  a  very 
great  influence  in  checking  anions:  tlieni  the  increase  of  population; 
but  that  they  are  ;.ufHcient  to  account  for  its  extraordinary  decrease,  we 
cannot,  bv  anv  means,  allow.  What  isthe  case  with  the  Maroons?  Are 
not  those  "vices  as  |jrevalent  amonji  them  '  And  yet  we  find  that  the 
Maroons  are  incnasing  ;   and  that,  in  a  i^eometrical  progression,  which. 
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wt'  believe,  on  ac-ciir;\te  investiuration,  would  be  found  nearly  equal  in 
that  t>fthe  United  States,  or,  at  all  events,  to  that  of  New  Spain.  It 
remains,  then,  that  we  nuist  louk  for  the  ii^reat  causes  of  this  fearful  rle- 
population  of  our  estates  under  the  last  head, — that  of  '  misery.'  W'e 
bej?  our  colonial  reader  not  to  cast  our  pa^^es  from  liim  here,  with  the 
disgust  of  prejudice  ;  but,  like  a  reasonable  beinir,  dispai^sionately 
to  investidrate  the  subject,  inlerestins;  as  it  is  to  him  in  every  point  of 
view,  and  see  whether  he  can  possibly  discover  any  other  causes  for 
the  facts  which  the  tables  we  annex  exhibit,  than  those  to  which  we 
attribute  them, — arisimj  out  of  the  state  of  slavery,  and  the  system 
of  slave  managemtnt,  ivhich  now  prevails  among  us. 

"  To  those  who  would  endeavour  to  evade  the  force  of  the  aro^u- 
ments,  drawn  from  the  fact  of  a  decrease,  in  favour  of  '  amelioration 
and  final  emancipation,'  by  ascribing;  it  to  '  the  great  number  of 
manumissions,'  and  to  periodical  visitations  of  '  diseases  and  epi- 
demics,' we  answer,  as  to  the  former  cause,  that  it  does  not  in  any 
degree  aHect  the  question  ;  for  it  is  to  the  decrease,  occasioned  hy  the 
excess  of  deaths  over  hirth<i,  that  we  confine  it.  Besides,  wo  find, 
that  the  number  of  manumissions  is  by  no  means  so  great  as  has 
latelv  and  very  generally  been  supposed.  Our  tables  show,  that 
among  a  population  averaging  4731,  there  were  only  thirty-one  manu- 
missions in  twelve  years,  being  at  the  rate  of  one  per  annum  in  1833 
people.  As  to  the  latter  cause,  the  periodical  visitations  and  epide- 
mics, these  have,  in  all  countries,  more  or  less,  at^'ected  the  increase 
of  population,  and  have  been  considered  in  the  calculations  made  upon 
it.  It  becomes  imperative  on  these  persons,  then,  if  they  would  have  us 
attach  any  weight  to  their  assertions,  clearly  to  shew,  by  documents 
as  authentic  as  our  tables,  that  these  visitations  have  indeed  been 
more  frequent,  and  more  destructive  to  human  life,  in  Jamaica,  than 
in  any  other  portion  of  the  globe  ; — and  further,  that  the  annual  de- 
crease, on  each  particular  estate,  has  actually  occurred  under  such 
annual  visitation.  Until  this  is  done,  the  assertion  can  only  be  re- 
garded as  one  of  those  shallow  pretexts,  and  gratuitous  assumptions, 
to  which  prejudice  resorts  when  pressed  by  arguments,  and  over- 
whelmed by  facts. 

"  In  .Mr.  Burge's  speech,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Buxton,  we  find  the  de- 
crease attributed  to  the  number  of  old  .Africans  in  the  country;  but 
we  are  utterly  at  a  loss  to  discover  how  this  accounts  for  it.  Who 
were  the  progenitors  of  the  creole  slaves  among  us  ?  Besides,  .Afri- 
cans, in  Africa,  notwithstanding  all  the  (trainings  of  constant  wars, 
and  the  slave  trade,  increase  rapidly.  If,  when  transported  to  Jamai- 
ca, they  cease  to  do  so,  to  what  shall  we  ascribe  it  ?  Ousjht  not  Mr. 
Burge  to  have  seen  the  irresistible  conclusion  ?  In  .Africa  they  were 
free,  in  Jamaica  they  are  slaves  !  But  there  is  another  fact  which  most 
conclusively  proves  that  neither  to  the  dying  off  of  the  unprolific 
Africans,  nor  to  the  periodical  visitations  of  '  diseases  and  epidemics,' 
can  this  decrease  of  the  slave  population  be  ascribed.  It  will  be 
found  by  our  tables,  as  we  proceed  from  the  sugar  districts  into  those 
of  the  coffee  properties  ana  f>en3,  that  the  slave  population  on  these 
la«t  is  increasiny  in  some  cases  ;    and  we  suspect  precisely  in  propor- 
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tlon  as  the  chain  of  their  bondage  has  been  lightened  ;  whilst,  in  all, 
it  is  not  decreasing  at  any  thing  like  the  rate  at  which  the  slaves  are 
dying  off  under  the  systems  pursued  on  sugar  estates  !  And  must  wc 
not  conclude,  that  these  systems,  in  which  the  general  slave  system 
is  carried  to  its  perfection,  are  the  true  causes  of  this  waste  of  human 
life — of  this  '  loss  of  property  V  If  not,  we  request  the  advocates  of 
things  as  they  are  to  point  out  to  us  what  are ;  not  in  the  old  way  of 
gratuitous  assertion,  conveyed  in  abusive  language  towards  their 
opponents,  but  by  well  authenticated  facts,  and  such  calm,  dispas- 
sionate reasonings  on  them,  as  may  convince  men  who  are  engaged  in 
the  investigation  of  a  most  important  subject,  and  are  really  desirous 
to  arrive  at  the  truth,  uninfluenced  by  prejudice  or  passion. 

*'  The  limits  of  our  publication,  and  the  labour  of  preparing  the 
tables,  preclude  our  giving  more,  at  one  time,  than  the  extracts  from 
the  returns  of  one  district.  We  have  commenced  with  the  sugar 
estates  in  the  Plantain-Garden-River  district  of  St.  Thomas  in  the 
East  ;  and  have  done  so  because,  confessedly,  this  among  the  sugar 
districts,  is  *  the  most  favoured  one  in  the  island.'  As  we  travel  to 
other  districts  this  character  will  be  found  to  have  been  justly  given 
to  it,  if  we  are  to  take  as  a  criterion  the  greater  decrease  of  population 
in  the  others. 

Table  I.  gives  the  actual  results  of  the  Triennial  Returns,  made  on 
oath  by  the  managers,  &c.  of  the  whole  of  the  su^r  estates,  except 
one,  in  the  district.  Table  II.  shows,  at  one  view,  the  number  of 
births  and  deaths  during  the  whole  period  of  twelve  years  ;  exhibits 
the  rate  of  increase  and  decrease  per  annum,  calculated  on  an  average 
of  the  jjopulation  at  three  returns  of  1817,  18'23,  and  1829;  and  also 
tlie  actual  decrease,  by  death,  of  the  population,  at  the  end  of  that 
period.  In  bringing  this  out,  we  have  deducted  the  total  number  of 
births  from  the  total  number  of  deaths,  excluding  both  the  increase 
and  decrease  by  other  causes.  Attention  to  this  will  be  necessary,  in 
verifying  our  calculations.  Table  III.  gives  the  population  of  the 
maroons  during  the  same  period,  (according  to  the  returns  made  by 
the  supcrintendants  to  the  House  of  Assembly),  together  with  its  ac- 
tual increase,  and  the  rate  per  annum,  as  calculated  on  it.  The 
Keturn«  do  not  shew  the  number  of  maroons  (and  it  is  not  a  small 
one)  who  have  renounced  their  privileges,  and  are  now  merged  in  the 
general  mass  of  the  free  population.  Could  this  have  been  ascer- 
tained, the  result  would,  of  course,  have  exhibited  a  greater  increase, 
and  a  more  rapid  rate,  nearly  in  proportion  to  that  of  the  United 
States. 

"  In  considering  Table  II.  we  beg  our  readers  to  keep  the  following 
facts  in  mind,  and  to  compare  them  with  those  exhibited  in  the  table. 
Of  course,  increase  of  population  must  depend  on  the  excess  of  the 
births  over  the  deaths.  Accordingly,  in  New  Spain,  the  annual 
average  of  births  is  one  in  seventeen  ;  of  deaths,  owing  probably  to 
peculiar  causes,  one  in  thirty  :  in  the  United  States,  of  births  one  in 
nineteen ;  of  deaths  one  in  forty.  The  proportion  varies  in  the 
different  countries  of  Europe,  but  it  may  be  stated  as  commonly  of 
ftirths,  one  in  twrntv,  to  deaths,  one  in  thirtv-five  or   forty 
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'♦  We  fiillv  oxpoct,  in  piiblishiniT  these  tables  that,  anions:  a  oertaiii 
class,  the  insane  erv  already  raised  against  us  will  be  swelled  into  a 
still  louder  burst  of  jjassion.  We  know  that  we  shall  be  charged  with 
having  prepared  them  for  the  purpose  of  aH'ording  Mr.  Buxton,  and 
other  '  anti-slavery  fanatics,'  the  means  of  carrying  on  their  '  warfare 
against  the  Uses  and  properties  of  the  colonists.'  But  the  time  is 
fuming,  and  perhaps  is  not  far  distant,  when  our  countrymen  will 
think  more  justly  of  us,  and  will  acknowledge  those  to  have  been  their 
best  friends  who  are  now  endeavouring  to  open  their  eyes  to  the  evils 
of  their  present  systems,  and  to  what  is,  after  all,  their  tn»e  interests, 
even  in  a  pecuniary  point  of  view.  The  actual  loss  of  property,  by 
decrease  of  population,  on  the  seventeen  sugar  estates  mentioned  rn 
Tables  I.  and  11.  has  been,  in  twelve  years,  (averaging  negroes  during 
the  whole  of  that  period  at  £60)  £33,600.*  And  what  '  compensa- 
tion,' have  these  proprietors  received  for  it,  from  the  system  of  ma- 
nagement under  which,  as  there  is  too  much  reason  to  conclude,  it 
has  perished  ?      Let  them  calculate  its  advantages. 

"  Since  the  preceding  remarks  were  written,  the  report  of  a  com- 
mittee of  the  vestry  of  St.  Thomas  in  the  East,  of  which  Mr.  Barclay 
was  chairman,  in  answer  to  Mr.  Thorpe's  statements,  has  been  pub- 
lished. We  find  there  an  attempt  made  to  account  for  the  decrease 
in  the  slave  population.  It  is  asserted,  that  for  the  ten  years  previous 
to  the  abolition  of  the  slave  trade,  a  great  number  of  African  negroes, 
chiefly  adults,  were  imported  into  this  island.  Assuming  the  year 
1802  as  the  mean  period  of  their  arrival,  and  thirty  years  to  be  their 
average  age  at  that  period,  it  is  supposed  that  they  would  be  now  ap- 
proaching the  age  of  sixty,  aiid  the  inference  is  drawn  that  this  satis- 
tVictorily  accounts,  in  the  course  of  nature,  for  the  decrease.  The 
theory  is  an  ingenious  one,  and,  as  the  cause  it  is  meant  to  support 
requires  ingenuity,  the  most  is  made  of  it ;  for,  besides  forming  the 
basis  of  Mr.  Burge's  reply,  to  which  we  have  adverted,  we  rind  that  it 
had  been  previously  put  forth  to  the  world  in  Mr.  Barclay's  book. 
W'e  question,  however,  the  accuracy  of  the  data  assumed  ;  for  although 
we  believe  that  a  great  number  of  negroes  were  imported  at  the  period 
mentioned,  we  understand  that  they  were  chiefly  young  people,  and 
that  the  average  age  of  eighteen  or  twenty  would  be  much  nearer  the 
truth.  Besides,  we  are  satisfied  that  the  mortality  among  the  African 
negroes  has  not  been  at  all  out  of  proportion  to  the  f/e?ieral  mortality 
on  the  sugar  estate-,  especially  when  it  is  considered  that  deaths,  in 
the  ordinary  course  of  nature,  by  old  age,  are  to  be  expected  among 
them,  rather  than  among  the  Creoles,  twenty-four  years  having  elapsed 
since  thev  were  imported.  For  instance,  we  would  request  Mr.  Bar- 
clay to  examine  the  Registry  Returns  for  the  Rhine  estate,  of  which 
we  believe  he  is  now  the  manager,  and  he  will  find,  that  of  one  hun- 


*  '*  If  we  add  to  this  loss  the  value  of  1,218  negroes,  which  ought  to  have 
been  the  increase  of  a  population  averaging  4,731,  at  the  rate  at  which  the  ma- 
roons have  increased  ;  ana  estimate  that  value  at  only  one  half  the  above  average 
of  £60,  the  total  loss  which  has  been  nu^tained  will  amount  to  £70,146  !" 
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dred  and  twelve  negroes  who  have  died  on  that  property  in   twelve 
years,  thepopulation  averapngoue  hundred  and  eighty-eight ;  seventy- 
one  were  Creoles,  and  only  forty-one  Africans  !  '.*      But,  admitting  the 
facts  which   have   been    assumed,  and   that  a  greater  mortality,  in 
proportion,  is  thus   caused,  we  deny  the  inference  that  i\\&  decrease 
of  the  population  is  therefore  satisfactorily  accounted  for.  Our  readers 
will  at  once  perceive,  that  the  decrease  must  depend,  as  we  have  al- 
ready stated,  not  on  the  deaths  alone,  but  on  the  relative  proportion 
of  the  deaths  to  the  births  ;  and  we  are  satisfied,  that  the   accession 
of  a  considerable  number  of  people  in  the  prime  of  life,  would,  in  the 
course  of  a  lapse  of  thirty  years,  tend  more  powerfully  to  the  increase 
of  any  population,  than  a  much   larger  number  added  by  birth.     A 
little  reflection  will  convince  any  reasoning  man,  that  the  progressive 
annual  increase  of  population  by  birth,  thence  arising,  in  the  lapse  of 
years,  ought,  at  the  end  of  the  period,  to  do  much  more  than  counter- 
balance the  annual  decrease  by  death  ;   especially  if  he  adverts  to  the 
fact  discovered  by  observation  and  experience,  that  not  above  three- 
fourths  on  an  average,  of  the  children  born  survive  the  early  years  of 
infancy.     Now,  can  it  be  said,  that  at  any  given  time,  during  the  last 
thirty  years,  our  slave  population,  generally,  has  exhibited  any  thing 
approaching  to  the  progressive  increase,  which  ought  to  have  been  the 
natural  result  of  thu  influx  of  adults  at  the  commencement  of  that 
period?  On  the  contrary,  is  it  not  a  well  known  fact,  that  during  that 
period,  on  many  sugar  estates  in  the  island,  the  popuhition  has  been 
almost  renewed  by  jturchasi  ? 

"  But  if  we  are  to  ascribe  the  decrease  to  the  natural  dying  off  of 
a  large  body  of  Africans,  imported  at  a  particular  period,  how  comes 
it,  that  although  there  are  as  manv  (it  not  more)  Africans  on  the 
coffee  plantations  and  pens,  in  j)roportion  to  their  population,  as  on 
the  sugar  estates,  the  decrease-  on  the  former  bears  no  proportion  to 
that  on  the  latter  ?  In  proof  of  this  we  have  added  two  other  tables, 
Nos.  IV.  and  V.  shewing  an  abstract  of  the  Registry  Returns,  and  the 
increase  and  decrease  on  the  principal  coft'ee  plantations  in  St.  Thomas 
in  the  East.  The  coffee  properties  in  that  parish  are  chiefly  in  the 
Blue  Mountain  district,  and  all  of  those  mentioned  in  our  table,  ex- 
cept three,  are  situate  there.  We  have  added  three  ])roperties  in  the 
Plantain-Garden-River  district,  namely,  Baclu  lor's  Hall  pen,  belong- 
ing to  the  same  owner,  and  under  the  same  manager  as  Golden-Grove 
estate,  and  the  only  two  considerable  properties  (not  sugar)  in  that 
district,  Green-Castle  and  Horse-Hill.  Bachelor's  Hall  pen  exhibits 
a  decrease;  but  let  our  readers  compare  the  rate  with  tlul  of  Golden- 
Grove,  f 

"  Notwithstanding,  then,  the    arguments  of  the  committee  of  the 


"  •  It  is  a  striking  fact,  that  if  all  the  deaths  of  Africans  on  this  estate  are  ex- 
cluded from  consideration,  and  those  of  creolt-s  only  reckoned,  time  will  still  be 
an  excess  of  deaths  over  bnt/n,  during  the  twtlie  years." 

"  t  On"  the  pen,  the  actual  decrease,  during  twelve  years,  has  betn  at  the 
average  rate  of  one  per  annum  in  every  415.15.  On  the  estate  one  per  annum 
in  every  86.58." 
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vestrv  of  St.  Thomas  in  the  East,  we  contend  that  the  tables.  No-;.  II. 
III.  and  V.  ami  comparative  statements  of  results  which  we  ha\e  ih 
ducted  from  them,  completeiv  bear  us  out  in  our  assertions;  and  »\- 
hibit  the  most  decisive  proofs  of  the  evil  inHuence  of  the  t^eneral 
system  of  slave  manasjement,  and  of  the  peculiar  au'gravaiiun  of  that 
system  on  the  su^ar  estates. 

"  While,  however,  we  cannot  withhold  from  our  readers  these  una- 
voidable conclusions  from  the  whole  of  the  documents  laid  before 
them,  it  is  gratifyinj^  to  us  to  direct  their  attention  to  the  fact,  that 
since  IS'23,  durin";  the  latter  half  of  the  period  eml)raced  by  them, 
the  number  of  deaths  Iva^s  been  smaller,  and  the  number  of  births  has 
been  greater,  than  during;  the  preceding  six  years  ;  from  whence  we 
infer  some  partial  relaxation  of  the  system  on  the  sugar  estates.  We 
do  hope  and  trust  that  it  is  but  an  earnest  of  further  amelioration. 

"  In  an  unfeigned  spirit  of  love,  we  once  more  implore  all  con- 
cerned, to  put  away  from  them  all  bitterness  and  clamour  ;  and  to 
examine,  dispassionately,  into  the  system  and  its  effects. — If  they 
will  but  do  so,  we  are  quite  convinced  they  will  cease  to  regard,  with 
feelings  of  irritated,  and  irritating,  opposition,  the  measures  that  are 
recammended  to  their  adoption  for  the  present  amelioration  and  ulti- 
mate total  abolition  of  that  system,  at  the  earliest  moment  compatible 
with  the  safety  and  real  happiness  of  both  bond  and  free. 

"  For  ourselves  we  most  solemnly  declare,  that  we  have  no  other 
object  in  view  than  the  promotion  of  those  interests  and  that  happi- 
ness. We  feel  strongly  upon  the  subject,  because  we  are  deeply  con- 
vinced of  the  accuracy  of  the  facts,  and  the  correctness  of  the  view 
we  have  taken  of  them.  But  we  have  been  anxious  throu<;hout  this 
article  to  repress  onr  feL'lin'.rs  on  it,  and  to  avoid  every  thini;  like  a 
strong  expression  of  the^i,  bv  which  unnecessary  pain  would  be  given 
to  the  advocates  and  supporters  of  the  present  system,  and  we  hope 
that  we  have  succeeded.  The  system  itself  we  cordially  detest,  be- 
cause we  consider  it  detestable;  but  for  those  whose  unhappy  lot  it  is 
to  administer  it,  we  have  none  other  feeling  than  that  of  Christian 
love  and  charity;  and  we  gladiv  confess  our  belief  that  by  far  the 
greater  number  of  them  do  so,  and  are  strenuous  for  its  continuance 
from  mere  prejudice  and  habit — and  because  they  know  not  its  real 
character  and  effects.  We  earnestly  pray  that  our  endeavours  to  en- 
lighten them  may  be  received  in  the  spirit  in  which  they  are  made, 
and  be  blessed  to  them." 

ft  would  occupy  too  much  space  were  we  to  transcribe  at  full 
length  all  the  tables  annexed  to  the  preceding  remarks  in  the  Chris- 
tian Record.  We  must  confine  ourselves  to  an  Abstract  of  them  ; 
but  that  Abstract  will  exhibit  the  general  results  as  clearly  and  ac- 
curately as  if  we  had  y:one  through  all  the  intermediate  censuses  of 
the  slave  population  from  1817  to  1829. 
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TABLES  I.  AND  II, 

Parish  of  St.  Thomas  in  the  East — Plaintain- Garden- River 

District  Sugar  Estates. 


:       ESTATES. 

OWNERS. 

a 

b- 
.s 

c 

e 

2 

«i 

-e  J 
< 

a 

e 

D-D 
C  V 

c 

1 

« 

.s 
I 

Golden  Grove 

A.  Archdeckne  .     .     . 

761 

659 

10 

7 

8 

206 

303 

Chiswick   .     .     . 

J.  and  T.  Burton  .     . 

20l|   181 

32 

1 

27 

78 

Winchester     .     . 

T.  Cussans  .... 

344    327 

108 

125 

Amity-Hall     .     . 

Heirs  of  T.  Cussans    . 

299    228 

4 

4 

5 

65 

131 

Stoakesliall     .     . 

Heirs  of  A.  Donaldson 

207!   178 

2 

2 

55 

84 

Rhine   .     .     .     . 

Sir  E.  H.   East,  Bart. 

105    173 

26 

2 

3 

68 

112 

Duckenfield    .     . 

Priscilla  Franks     .     . 

341 1   376 

76 

5 

4 

113 

145 

Dalvey.     .     .     . 

Sir  A.  Grant,  Bart.     . 

173    166 

8 

4 

1 

64 

74 

Plaintain  Garden 

River     .     .     . 

Harvey  and  Co.     .     . 

226    227 

22 

3 

1 

75 

92 

Friendship      .     . 

Lambie  and  Co. 

184    173 

58 

69 

Hordley     .     .     . 

Heirs  of  M.  G.  Lewis 

282,   247 

1 

70 

104 

Arcadia      .     .     . 

R.  Logan      .... 

133     103 

30 

29 

89 

VVhelersfield   .     . 

T.  VV.  Milner   .      .     . 

286    297 

112 

101 

Potosi    .... 

J.  M«Queen      . '   ,     . 

258     197 

69 

130 

Philipsfield     .      . 

N.  I'hiUips   .     .     .     . 

204     164 

3 

2 

49 

90 

Plea^sant  Hall      . 

Ditto 

270    228 

2 

2 

68 

106 

Holland     .     .     . 

G.  W.  Taylor   .     .     . 
Total 

598j   634 

1 

236 

199 

4972'4558 

213 

31 

27 

1472 

2032 

TABLES  I\ 

^    AND   \ 

Coffee  Estates  in  t 

he  same  Distr 

ict. 

ESTATES. 

OWNEKS. 

a 

e 

3 

b- 

c 

1 

? 

IS 

Xi  a 

< 

lA 

'"Is 

c 

B 

c 

1 

CO 

Q 

Bachelor's  Hall  . 

A.  Archdeckne  .     . 

140 

135 

1 

7 

43 

47 

(ireen-Castle  .     . 

J.  Kelly  .... 

267 

245 

j 

2 

88 

108 

House  Hill     .     . 

Heirs  of  J.  Kelly    . 

142:   13e 

1 

47 

53 

Ilarracks    . 

S.  Francis     . 

55     7: 

35 

17 

32 

Newington 

160'    174 

1 

2 

70 

57 

Island  Head   . 

Elmslie    .     .     .     . 

61     127 

6S 

3 

3 

46 

43 

(jreenheld       .     . 

E.  M'Indoe       .     . 

80|     8C 

)         1 

1 

2 

25 

23 

Moffalt,  &c.    .     . 

K.  M'Pherson  .     . 

109    24C 

115 

4 

71 

51 

\N;ikefield,  &c. 

P.  M'Farlane    .     . 

41       62 

1      44 

4 

22 

41 

Hfii  Lomond  . 

T.  Ross    .... 

111     13C 

>! 

50 

30 

Ntu   Morikland   . 

J.  Telfair      .     .     .     . 

168    222 

3 

100 

69 

Old  .Monklu.id    . 

lOOl      9L 

i 

26 

33 

Nrwfifld     .      .      . 

Thompson    . 

Total 

100    104 

1 

i      2 

1 

35 

33 

1554  1821 

!   267 

!  5 

27 

640 

629 
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TABLE  III. 

Returns  of  Maroons. 


sfArioNs. 

Number 

in 

1U17 

Number 

in 

IB-.-O. 

N'umfx-r 

in 

laii. 

Number 

111 

IH'JO. 

Number 

in 

iaJ9. 

-2 

1  J  J  5  ^ 

M 

1  '?i-s 

>    < 

Charlestowii  .     . 
Moore  Town .     . 
Scot's  Hall     .     . 
Accompong    .     . 

316 

402 

77 

•236 

325 

410 

67 

298 

367 

426 

68 

303 

361 

540 

67 

306 

385 

550 

86 

313 

*  u  - 

1U31 

1100 

11*34 

1271 

1334 

1176  :K 

'     303 

46.5R 

The  jreneral  result  is  lliat   in  12  years  the  decredse   on    the 
Estates  is  V2'^  per  cent,  while  on  the  Cotiee  Estates   thore  i^. 
same   period,  an  increase  of  1^'^  per  cent.,  and  amonii,   ih.>   M 
of  30^  per  cent. 


Sugar 
in   the 


\'.  —  L.VUS    AND    M\NNER^  UF   JaMAIC  A    ILLLMllAiri). 

We  take  up  one  of  the  latest  numbers  of  the  Royal  (Jazette  of 
Jamaica,  beariuiithe  date  of  September,  1831,  and  we  ihvn'  rind  some 
preijnant  proofs  that  all  we  have  said  of  the  general  state  of  Society 
and  of  the  miserably  unprotected  state  of  the  negro  population,  is 
amply  borne  out  by  the  ordinary  every-day  occurrences  m  that  great 
Colony,  containing  a  half  of  the  West  Indian  slaves  lixiug  under  his 
Majesty's  dominion. 

1.    Parochial  Resolutions  of  Rtvolt. 

We  will  commence  our  extracts  with  the  resolutions  iimmiinously 
agreed  to  "  at  a  very  numerous  and  respectable  meeting  of  the  in- 
habitants of  the  Parish  of  St.  Ann's,  convened  by  his  Honour  the 
Custos,  on  the  6th  day  of  .\ugust,  1831."  Of  how  many  ihis  numer- 
ous and  If- espectable  meeting  consisted  we  are  not  tohl,  but  as  the 
entire  white  population  of  the  parish,  including  men,  women,  and 
children  amounts  only  to  about  700,  and  the  women  and  children 
must  be  considered  as  hors  de  combat,  the  numbers  could  not  have 
been  very  formidable  not  more  certainly  than  250,  while  the  slaves 
in  that  one  parish  amount  to  24,000.  .\nd  yet  the  oligarchs  seem  to 
have  been  determined  to  make  up  in  noise  and  bluster  what  they 
want  in  strength  and  real  efticiency.  The  following  are  their  resolu'- 
tions,  and  they  form  a  tolerably  fair  sample  of  the  spirit  in  which  the 
other  parishes  of  the  Island,  each  possessing  the  same  average  of  force 
with  which  to  make  good  their  threats  of  resistance,  have  acted  :  — 

"  Uesolved,  That  we,  ilie  Inhabitants  of  the  Parish  of  St.  Ann,ii;up  repeatedly 
expressed  our  wannest  indignation  at,  and  abhorrence  of,  the  oppre^>(lve  measures 
pursued  by  the  Bnlisli  Government  towards  the  West  India  Colonics. 

"  KosoUed,  That  this  expression  of  our  senUinents,  as  well  as  tho^c  from  other 
parishes,  have  been  utterly  disregarded,  and.  coupled  with  the  ni.irkod  neulfct 
which  the  remonstraiict-s  of  tlie  House  of  Assembly  have  suffered,  convince  ii« 
that  iiothin;;  is  to  be  ^-ained  by  further  supplication  or  submission. 

"  Resolved,  That  while  there  svas  a  hope  of  conciliating  our  implacable  foes, 
wo  acquiesced  cheerfully  m  the  conduct  of  our  Legislature,  but  it  is  now  evident 
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that  the  concessions  yielded  by  that  body  have  been  successively  obtained  under 
pledges  "and  promises  on  the  part  of  Ministers,  '  to  abstain/rotn  all  future  intcr- 
ftrencc  in  our  local  concerns,  which  pledges  have  been  violated  in  every  instance 
— giving  us  thereby  convincing  proof  that  perfidy  and  determined  oppression,  as 
far  as  regards  the  Colonies,  are  the  ruling  principles  of  the  British  Cabinet. 

"  Resolved,  That  hitherto,  under  the  most  marked  infractions  of  our  rights 
and  principles,  we  have  been  loyal.  Our  attachment  to  the  Mother-country  has 
indeed  long,  very  long,  outlived  her  justice,  and  it  would  now  be  with  grief  that 
we  should  divest  ourselves  of  a  feeling  wliich  '  has  grown  with  our  growth,  and 
strengthened  with  our  strength,'  but  when  we  see  ourselves  scorned,  betrayed, 
devoted  to  ruin  and  slaughter,  delivered  over  to  the  enemies  of  our  country,  we 
consider  that  we  are  bound  by  every  principle — human  and  divine — TO  IlEL- 
SIST. 

"  Resolved,  That  we  duly  appreciate  the  good  intentions  of  his  Excellency 
the  Governor,  in  the  communication  made  by  him  from  the  Colonial  Office  to 
his  honour  the  Custos,  and  this  day  laid  before  this  Meeting ;  but  past  experience 
compels  us  to  view  it  as  another  instance  of  a  pledge  from  Ministers,  which  will 
never  be  redeemed,  nor  do  we  consider  t>iat  they  are  disposed  to  stem  the  torrent 
of  public  clamour,  which  has  been  raised  against  the  Colonies. 

"  That  this  Colony  has  already  gone  great  lengths  in  ameliorating  the  condi- 
tion of  our  slaves,  in  the  spirit  oftlie  Resolutions' of  the  British  House  of  Com- 
mons of  1823,  and  that  before  going  further  we  have  a  right  to  expect  that  his 
Majesty's  Ministers  should  perform  their  part,  by  shewing  in  what  manner  the 
right  of  private  property  is  to  be  considered. 

"  Resolved,  That  this  Meeting  considers  it  highly  necessary  and  expedient,  at 
the  present  alarming  crisis,  to  act  in  unison  with  every  Parish  in  the  Island,  and 
bees  leave  to  recommend  the  immediate  formation  of  Committees  by  the  respec- 
tive Parishes,  from  which  one  General  Committee  may  be  appointed,  to  meet  in 
some  convenient  place,  and  draw  up  a  Petition  to  his  Majesty,  humbly  beseech- 
ing him  to  redress  our  Errievances,  and  interpose  his  authority  to  prevent  the 
violence  and  injustice  with  which  we  are  threatened,  and  also  to  adopt  such 
measures,  in  conjunction  with  the  other  Colonies,  as  the  welfare  of  the  whole 
may  appear  to  require ;  and  we  do  hereby  invite  the  other  Parishes  to  commu- 
nicate with  the  Parochial  Committee  now  to  be  chosen  by  this  Meeting,  for  the 
furtherance  of  our  common  interests,  and  the  protection  of  our  lives  and  pro- 
perties. 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Magistrates,  Vestrymen,  and  other  inhabitants,  now 
present,  do  pledge  themselves  to  provide  the  funds  necessary  for  carrying  the 
foregoing  Resolutions  into  effect. 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Chairman  be  requested  to  siern  the  foregoing  Resolutions, 
and  that  llicy  l>e  published  one  month  in  the  County  Papers  of  this  island,  in 
the  John  Bull,  and  in  the  Glasgow  Courier. 

"  HENRY  COX,  Chairman  and  Custos  of  St.  Ann's." 

2.   Jamaica  Justice  and  Lcnitij. 

We  extract  the  following  piece  of  intelligence  from  the  Royal 
Gazette,  which  professes  to  have  transcribed  it  from  the  Monlego  Buy 
Gazette,  of  the  20th  August,  18.31  : — 

"A  negro  woman  slave,  belonging  to  Millennium  estate,  in  this  parish, 
(St.  James's,  the  property  of  F.  B.  Gihbs,  Es(|.)  came  to  the  Police 
Office  on  Monday,  to  complain  that  her  master  had  infringed  the  law, 
by  insisting  that  she,  the  mother  of  eight  children,  and,  therefore, 
'  given  up  by  the  country,'  should  still  perform  estate's  labour.  Her 
complaint  arid  appearance,  however,  appeared  distinctly  at  variance, 
she  presenting,  in  the  latter,  any  thing  rather  than  the  symptoms  of 
having  been  overworked,  or  ill-treated.  Their  worship.-,  neverlhelc». 
aflei   justly  admonishing    hei,  ordered    a    lellei    to    b(    written  U>   Ik  i 
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owner,  udviiJiit^  him  to  excuse  fier  from  any  other  than  lii^ht  wf>rk. 
Havintf  been  repeatedly  aceiised  of  reporting  the  decisions  of  the 
ni;i^istrates,  in  the  determination  of  negro  complaints,  with  an  invi- 
dious ititent,  in  justice  to  ourself,  and  in  proof  of  our  desire  to  be 
governed  bv  the  conscientious  impulses  of  what  we  consider  an  im- 
perative duty,  we  must  say,  that  a  more  frivolous  complaint  than  tlie 
one  now  adverted  to,  we  never  heard,  and  that  our  surprise  was  ex- 
cited that  it  should  have  been  passed  over  so  leniently  as  it  was.  For 
the  mriiction  of  the  lash  in  the  ci^rrection  of  females,  we  are  no  advo- 
cates, but  a  little  solitary  confinement,  or  hard  labour  in  the  work- 
house, we  really  consider  would  have  proved  a  very  necessary  and 
wholesome  corrective  in  this  instance." 

And  yet  this  opinion  is  i^ravely  given  in  a  popular  journal,  and 
echoed  in  another  popular  jcjurnal,  in  the  face  of  an  Act  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  Jamaica,  to  the  following  effect : — 

'*  And  in  order  that  further  encouragement  may  be  given  to  the  in- 
crease and  protection  of  negro  infants,  be  it  enacted,  That  every 
female  slave  who  shall  have  six  children  living,"  (this  poor  woman  it 
seems  had  eight)  "  shall  be  exempted  from  all  hard  labour  in  the  field 
or  otherwise  ;  and  the  owner  of  every  such  female  slave  shall  be 
exempted  from  all  manner  of  taxes  for  such  female  slave  ;"  "  and  a 
deduction  shall  be  made  for  all  such  female  slaves  from  the  taxes  of 
such  mvner,  by  certificate  of  the  justices  and  vestry;  Provided, 
nevertheless,  that  proof  be  given  on  oath,  to  tl\e  satisfaction  of  the 
said  justices  and  vestry,  not  only  that  the  requisite  number  of  children 
together  with  the  molher  are  living,  but  also  that  the  mother  is 
cxtmpted  from  all  manner  ofjield  or  other  labour,  and  is  provided 
with  tie  means  of  an  easy  and  comfortable  subsistence." 

In  the  face,  however,  of  this  clear  and  unambiguous  enactment. 
Messieurs  the  magistrates  repudiate  the  legal  claim  of  this  poor 
mother  of  eight  children,  and  confine  themselves  to  a  mere  recom- 
mendation to  her  owner  that  he  would  excuse  her  from  any  other  than 
light*»ork.  The  editorial  organ  of  public  opinion,  however,  repre- 
hends the  magistrates  for  their  misplaced  indulgence.  He  pronounces 
the  application  to  be  frivolous — the  application  of  the  mother  of  eight 
living  children,  to  be  relieved  from  labour,  in  strict  accordance  with 
the  law  of  the  land — and  complains  that  she  should  not  have  been 
\'isited  with  the  lash  ;  (thirty-nine  incisions  of  the  cart-whip  on  the 
shamelessly  bared  body  of  t!ie  mother  of  eight  children  !  !!)  or  with 
solitary  confinement  ;  or  at  least  with  a  period  of  hard  labour  in  the 
workhouse  chain  ;  as  •'  a  very  necessary  and  wholesome  corrective" 
for  such  unh  ard-of  insolence,  as  having  dared  to  make  such  an  ap- 
plication, for,  he  says,"  her  appearance"  exhibited  "  any  thing  rather 
than  the  symptoms  of  having  been  overworked  or  ill-treated." — The 
brute,  that  is  to  say,  looked  sleek  and  well-fed,  and  was  in  tolerable 
Hesh.  — .As  for  her  legal  rights,  they  are  of  no  estimation  whatever  in 
the  eyes  either  of  this  Jamaica  Editor,  or  of  the  magistracy  of  St. 
James's. — Is  not  this  a  case  for  the  Secretary  of  State  to  investigate  ? 


Pnattd  by  Samuel  B^u^ter.  Jun.,  M.  B^rtkoUnicw  Clo^c.  Lcnilon 


